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The Johnstown Flood.
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The Johnstown Flood.
The Johnstown Flood occurred on May 31, 1889 in the USA. It was as a result of the catastrophic failure of the South Fork Dam. This Dam was situated on the Little Conemaugh River which was 23 km (14 miles) from the town of Johnstown, Pennsylvania. The dam broke off its banks after heavy rainfall which released 14.55 million cubic meters of water. More so, the volumetric flow rate was almost the same with that of Mississippi River suggesting it was high. Therefore, this showed that the rainfall was high and was likely to cause disaster. In total, 2209 people died hinting that this flood was disastrous. A lot of property nearly worth $ 17 million was destroyed by the floods. In addition, four square miles of downtown Johnstown and also the streets were entirely damaged. After some few days of heavy rainfall, floods were found as high as 89 feet above the level of the river. Moreover, strong forces of the floods swept several locomotives which weighed 170,000 pounds as far as 4,800 feet. Lastly, $3,742,818.78 was collected as aids for the Johnstown relief effort from the U.S. as well as 18 other foreign countries to help the victims.
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